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MH  Medal of Honor NM  Navy and Marine Corps Medal JC  Joint Service Commendation Medal

NX Navy Cross BS Bronze Star Medal NC  Navy & Marine Corps Commendation Medal

DM Distinguished Service Medal BV Branze Star w/ V Medal CV  Navy & Manne Corps Commendation Medal
wi 'V

SS Silver Star PH Pumple Heart Medal JA Joint Service Achievement Meaal
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DV Distinguished Flying Cross w/ V AH Air Medal (Individual Action wi V) XX Letter of Commendation
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COMMANDER
NAVAL SPECIAL WARFARE COMMAND

Thg President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the BRONZE STAR MEDAL (Gold Star in lieu of the Fourth
Award) posthumously to

SENIOR CHIEF SPECIAL WARFARE OPERATOR (SEA, AIR AND LAND)
WILLIAM R. OWENS
UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For heroic achievement in connection with combat operations
against the enemy as an Assault Team Leader for a Joint Task
Force in support of Overseas Contingency Operations from
28 to 29 January 2017. During this period, Senior Chief Petty
Officer Owens displayed courageous combat leadership and
incredible operational insight as a Team Leader in charge of a
five-man assault team directed to execute a President of the
United States approved contingency operation, which resulted in
35 enemy fighters eliminated, including several senior enemy
commanders directly responsible for lethal attacks on coalition
forces in the Arabian Peninsula. Senior Chief Petty Officer
Owens served as an assault team leader for a Special Operations
element targeting senior Al Qaeda leadership in Rawdat Athabah,
Bayda Governorate, Yemen. He directed his team during an arduous
dismounted patrol to the target objective. Without any regard
for his own safety, and as the assault force came under withering
enemy fire, Senior Chief Petty Officer Owens selflessly exposed
himself to the attack, and courageously led his team’s assault on
the enemy stronghold. While maneuvering towards the enemy
compound, Senior Chief Petty Officer Owens was mortally wounded
by enemy fire. His courageous actions undoubtedly ensured
mission success by regaining critical momentum for the assault
force during the raid. By his extraordinary guidance, zealous
initiative, and total dedication to duty, Senior Chief Petty
Owens reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service.

The Combat Distinguishing Device is authorized.

Rear Admiral, United States Navy
Commander, Naval Special Warfare Command



THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
HAS AWARDED THE

BRONZE STAR MEDAL

(GOLD STAR IN LIEU OF THE FOURTH AWARD WITH COMBAT “V”)
TO
SENIOR CHIEF SPECIAL WARFARE OPERATOR (SEA, AIR AND LAND) WILLIAM R. OWENS
UNITED STATES NAVY
FO R
HEROIC ACHIEVEMENT FROM 28 TO 29 JANUARY 2017

GIVEN THIS 6TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 2017

COMMANDER, NAVAL SPECIAL WARFARE COMMAND




